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The Empty Quarter gallery, Dubai, is currently hosting the
photographic works of John R Pepper (Inhabited Deserts, Dec.
12, 2018 — Feb.15, 2019). “Pepper’s deserts are not ultimately the
result of travel photography”, says Kirill Petrin, Russian
entrepreneur and art collector who has written an essay to
accompany the exhibition. “His photographs, paradoxically, don’t
take you to the actual places where they are shot. They take you
elsewhere, to a new place for your mind and imagination to
inhabit ... as you stand before them, Pepper’s photographs slowly
transform what you believe you are seeing into a totally different
thing.

“Not surprisingly, some of the rocks look quite alive, resembling
the beasts of fairytales, or divine manifestations (as in the face on
a cliff), or succinctly mirroring human interactions, confrontational
exchanges (as in the photo of two boulders facing each other), or
dance, or a family reunion ... Who said that deserts are
uninhabited? Pepper's work populates them with our thoughts,
our dreams”.

“My concept, my goal”, says Pepper, “has been to use the desert
as a painter uses a virgin white canvas; and while travelling
through different deserts of the world (from Russia to Egypt,
Mauritania, Oman to the USA), | sought to discover what imagery
was revealed to my eye - sometimes it was figurative, sometimes
abstract.

“In the South Sinai in Egypt, there were tall hills of rocks. Climbing

those hills, walking through what appeared to be a simple amalgam of stones, | discovered anthropomorphic
figures such as faces, fish, elephants, humans etc.

“Suddenly the rocks, these non-living elements were transformed into the opposite: living, expressive, vibrant
figures. In the dunes of Oman the lights and shadows transformed a seemingly neutral valley into the body of
a young woman trying to emerge from the sands.

“Conceptually | attempt to find the symbiosis between the landscape before me and the imagery buried
within me. | do not seek the image: rather the photograph finds me. Through this subliminal search the result
is, hopefully, my photograph, my “canvas” is an expression of my inner being, of what | feel as an artist”.

Pepper reveals more details on his affaire de coeur with deserts to Time Out.
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* WHY ARE YOUR DESERT COMPOSITIONS IN BLACK
AND WHITE?

| have been working in B&W since | began taking
photographs at age 12. | believe that taking photographs in
colour is like giving the ‘answers’.

| prefer to have the viewer fill in’ with his or her imagination. |
believe that the use of B &W in general is more interesting
as it leaves more mystery - but in particular for deserts, it
adds to their sensuality.

* ARE YOU GIVING A LARGER MEANING TO THE WORD
“INHABITED” IN YOUR WORK?

The best answer to this question is in the curatorial essay by
Kirill Petrin who has perfectly analysed my work. “The
camera in Pepper's hands”, he says, “becomes a brush or
chisel with which he blurs the lines between capturing
something already made, and creating something which has
never existed.

“This transition from “capture” to “create” is even more
evident in the abstract or semi-abstract images ... Pepper’s
hands create abstractions that have all the expressive power
of great abstraction coupled with all the spontaneity of
nature”.

* DO YOU THINK DESERTS ARE DISAPPEARING FROM
THE EARTH?

| believe that the deserts we know are still present and not
disappearing. They are present and will always be present. Unless you are including the Artic Circles as
deserts, which they are; in this case, they are disappearing. But the sand deserts, to my knowledge, are not.

However, | believe, sadly, that we are creating new and more desolate deserts. These deserts are due to the
leaders of the world ignoring Global Warming, to large corporations ignoring their responsibility in saving the
environment and due to, in every country that has real deserts, the young men and women who practice
‘Dune Bashing’ by going out on motorcycles and cars and ravaging the dunes by using them as
skateboarders use skate parks - the difference being that the skate parks are made for that purpose. The
dunes are not.
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* YOU HAVE HINTED AT MAN MADE STRUCTURES MOVING INTO DESERTS. TO YOU, IS THIS A
NEGATIVE OR POSITIVE THING?

Man moving into the desert is both positive and negative. It depends on how it is done. If man moves into the
desert without respecting the desert, without being conscious that it is also an integral part of the overall
environment by trying to dominate it, then it is negative.

However, sometimes, it can be positive. If a country creates a new city with a new industry that gives work to
scores of people and also respects the deserts around it, then it is positive. Look at the incredible
developments of Abu Dhabi, Dubai in the UAE, of Argh-e-Jadid in Iran or, years earlier, of Las Vegas in the
USA, to mention only a few.

However, man often tries to impose himself on the desert and the desert conquers back its own territory.
Often man does not understand the true nature of deserts and aggressively tries to impose his will on it. It
will not work.

* WHAT IMPRESSES YOU MOST ABOUT DESERTS?

Silence, vastness, the immense passage of time, man’s insignificance in relation to the size, scope, time of
deserts; the ‘life’ in them; the passage of history in them; their flexibility, their strength, their sensuality, their
danger and how insignificant we are, in a temporal context, to them.

* ISN'T BRINGING AN EXHIBITION ON DESERTS TO THE UAE AND THE GULF RATHER LIKE
BRINGING COALS TO NEWCASTLE?

That is up to the viewer to decide. But | don'’t believe it is so. Not only are the deserts different in so far as the
sand is different (some is white and light and pure others is dark and rugged, other still is rougher still, other
is cold rather than hot, etc) but the topography and geography and temperature are all different.

What | am doing is creating authentic and unique images that are set in different deserts in the world. Finally,
you might want to spend a moment on the unique factor here, made possible by the fact that | am a cultural
representative of the Republic of Italy through the support of the Embassy of the Republic of Italy in Abu
Dhabi and the Consulate of the Republic of Italy to United Arab Emirates, that the deserts of countries from
many regions are all exhibited here, because art is not political rather a bridge between the people and
cultures of different nations and helps, in its own small and parallel manner, to attempt to promote tolerance
and understanding and acceptance.

* WHAT MESSAGE WOULD YOU LIKE THE VIEWER TO TAKE AWAY FROM THE EXHIBITION?

In an ideal world, | would like viewers to choose an image and buy it and take it away with themselves, so
they can live with it because it brings something to their lives.

But if they are viewing it as though it were in a museum, then | would be happy if their souls were somehow
filled a bit by my work; if their eyes were richer because of it, if their hearts were more at peace and if they
felt that they had some type of experience which made them, or their day, a little better.
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Inhabited Deserts: Dubai photography
exhibition tells the story of the desert

» Acollaboration between renowned Italian photographer John R Pepper and UAE-based explorer Max Calderan
has captured some of the most dramatic landscapes across the world

Siberian Tree. Courtesy John R Pepper
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When John R Pepper embarked on his Inhabited Deserts collection, it was never going to be the usual desert
landscapes. The Italian photographer began the project with a determination to create a new perception of
some of the world's most arid terrains; no Photoshop, just a vintage camera and film, and his eyes.

Inhabited Deserts, at the Empty Quarter gallery in DIFC, is an array of imagery taken across the world in
some of its most dramatic landscapes. From Russia to Mauritania, Israel to the US, the exhibition shows the
desert in its most raw and beautiful form.

Courtesy John R Pepper

The desert has always fascinated Pepper. “Often a photographer enters deserts to capture the beauty of the
landscape with a setting sun or a beautiful cloud formation and that is the final result. As beautiful as that
might be, it was not what | was seeking. | wanted to go further,’ he says.

"My goal has been to use the desert as a painter uses a white canvas; and while travelling through different
deserts of the world from Russia to Egypt, Mauritania, Oman to the US, | sought to discover what imagery
was revealed to my eye - sometimes it was figurative, sometimes abstract.
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Running wild in the desert

The desert gave Pepper time to let his own imagination and creativity run wild, Speaking of his project in
Mauritania, he says: "l would look across the plains and see what seemed like nothing: dead trees or a
grouping of cactus plants. After walking through and around them, allowing my eye to wander freely, keeping
my mind empty, without pre-conception, these inanimate objects would suddenly become a human being
crying to the sky, a couple arguing, a dancer suspended in air. In the dunes of Oman the lights and shadows
transformed a seemingly neutral valley into the body of a young woman trying to emerge from the sands.’
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The Wilfred Thesiger of our time

The exhibition has already been in Paris and Tehran, and will soon go to Russia, Europe and then the US. It is
not only focused on this wonder of nature, however, but also features a man referred to as the Wilfred
Thesiger of our time: Max Calderan, the ltalian desert explorer, who has broken several world records during
his expeditions across uncharted terrains.

Dasht-e Lut. Courtesy John R Pepper

Calderan, who lives in the UAE, spent five days with Pepper, in the UAE and Oman, where they covered 4,000
kilometres and used his many friends around the region to help him get even more deeply connected to the
desert and its people. "l opened the doors for different locations directly with Bedouins and local people
living in the desert far from Dubai, such as in Mauritania, or the Sinai desert in Egypt or in the Lut Desert in
Iran,’ Calderan says."Being an extreme desert explorer, when John contacted me explaining this unique
project in photographing deserts around the world with his old analogue camera, | understood that it was
something like the right way to "talk” about the sands in a different way.

“There is a perfect symbiosis between my extreme free solo explorations and John Pepper's pictures, He
works with no digital or Photoshop and what he sees through the camera is often what | see and is not only
sand but the hidden life and the hidden people that live in the desert, their souls that are filling the desert,
creating an imaginary world. John has been able to show something that the eyes cannot catch but that a
different eye, his old vintage camera, can’’
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Story of the desert

Calderan has embarked on 13 solo expeditions by foot, including crossing the Tropic of Cancer in Oman;
437km in 90 hours non-stop, and his “crazy” fasting exploration during Ramadan 2014 in the Sinai desert in
Egypt, 250km in summer, coast to coast following the rules of Ramadan, in 72 hours, opening new tracks that
are now used as shortcuts by some local Bedouins.

Sebastian Ebbinghaus of the Empty Quarter gallery says the exhibition "is art photography, telling another
story of the desert” and leaving much to the imagination of the naked eye, not even curating the exhibition
with titles of the photos.

"John Pepper shows how the desert should or could be seen, and what he learnt from Max. John's pictures
show the desert differently - it is rather abstract, still mentally taking you, the spectator, into this unknown
world.

“It's abstract, black and white, and no picture has a title, on purpose. The spectator sees and feels!”

Inhabited Deserts is at Empty Quarter, DIFC, until February 15
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Deserts have always fascinated photographers.. Often a photographer enters deserts to caplure the beauty of the
landscape with a setling sun or a beautiful cloud formation and that is the final result. As beautiful as that might be, it was
not what | was seeking. | wanled to go further.

My concept, my goal, has been to use the desert as a painter uses a virgin white canvas; and while traveling through
different deserts of the world (from Russia to Egypt. Mauritania, Oman lo the USA etc) | sought to discover what imagery
was revealed o my eye — -somelimes it was fligurative, sometimes abstract.

In the South Sinai in Egypt, there were tall hills of rocks. Climbing those hills, walking through what appeared o be a
simple amalgam of stones, | discovered anthropomorphic figures such as faces, fish, elephants, humans etc Suddenly
the rocks, these non-living elements were transformed into the opposite: living, expressive, vibrant figures. In the Nevada
desert, in the United States, or the vast deserls of Mauritania, | would look across the plains and see what seemed like
‘nothing™: dead trees or a grouping of cactus plants. After walking through and around them, allowing my eye to wander
freely, keeping my mind empty, withoul pre-conception, these inanimate objects would suddenly become a human being
crying to the sky, a couple arguing, a dancer suspended in air. In the dunes of Oman the lights and shadows transformed
a seemingly neutral valley into the body of a young woman trying to emerge from the sands. In one desert the moving
sun would gradually transform a small valley into a beautiful bird. In still another desert from inside the small puddle of
dried salt lake appears a man staring at us resembling a Tigure from Dante’'s Inferno and |, like the painter in front of his
canvas, with my small Leica, 35mm lens and liford film, attempt to capture this image and the soul buried within.

Conceptually | attempt to find the symblosis between the landscape before me and the imagery buried within me. | do not
seek the image rather the photograph finds me. Through this subliminal search the result is, hopefully, my photograph,
my "canvas’ is an expression of my inner being, of what | feel as an artist.
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L'artista del Capo in mostraa D

Pepper il otografo
a caccia dell’anima

nella luce dei deserti

ltalo americano, daanni
vive a Palermo: misento
ambasciatore della Sicilia

]'_r. immagini che John Pepper ha
scattato nel deserti di mezzo
mondo - distese infinite di sabbia,
di roceia o di sale arido - sono una
radiografia di ¢io che non é foto-
grafabile, Manima. «Dio cred il de-
serto affinché gli vomini potesse-
ro conoscere la lore antmas, rec-
taun detto tuareg. Infatti la prima
foto da cuir partire ¢ proprio la
sug, westito di bianco, cravatta
compresa, mentre lavora; & facile
intutre come vibri a frequenze in-
consuete per saziare implacabi-
le esigenza di orizeont infinid.

Anima inguieta, rail 2015 el
2017, John Pepper ha percorso 18
mila chilometri interne al mon-
do, dalla Russia all'Egitto, dalla
Mauritania all'Oman, agli Stat
Unity, ¢ le sue foto oggl compon-
gono la mostra «Inhabited Deser-
ts+ tra dune roventi, skaluts e
spane, forme bizearre, 'armonia
delle distese di sabbia e la risorsa
di cui abbondano 1 deserti, ovve-
ro la luce. Tutto ad che & ando e
inanimato sl trasforma e assume
forme nuove. Come in un calel-
doscopio in bilanco e nerm. Per
provare un sentimento di mera-
viglia davanti & questo mondo
devi avere prima il coragpio di
perderti, come fa Pepper, fotogra-
foitalo-americano - nato & RBoma
dove il padre Curtis Bill & stato a
capo della redurtone romana del
Newsweel, mentre Beverly, la
mamina, ¢ una famoss sciltrice -
sceneggiatore, attore, regista, che
5t & formate sotto I'influenza di
Henri  Cartier-Bresson, Sam
Show, John Ross & & soli 14 anni e
diventato Fassistente di Ugo Mu-
las.

«[o somno nato & Roma ma somno
siculo d'adorione. Vive al Capo e
fuests mostra, anche se lontana
da Palermo, & il mio contributo
alla citta capitale italiana della
cultura nel 2018, Mi sento un am-
basciatore della Sicilia quando
porto le mie foto in giro per il
mondo. Non capita a molt di
esporre in Israele be immagini del
Dasht-e Lut, il deserto iraniamo,

superando oend divisione, grazie
al direttore delllstitute italiano
di cultura Fabio Ruggivello, o
guando da Tel Aviv la mostra s
spostaa Dubai, negh Emirati Ara-
bi Unitl per merito dell'ambascia-
tore Liborio Stellino che & di Al-
cama. Amo attraversare barrlere
culturali, sociall, religiose e poli-
tiche, la cultura crea ponti=.

E il viaggio continua: «Inhabi-
ted Desertss dopo Dubai andra a
Venezia, in Russia, fino a raggiun-
pere la Svizzera, il Regno Unito, gli
Seatl Uniti ¢ pol tornare a Roma
nel 2021, Ancora Johne <1 deserti
hanno sempre affascinato 1 foto-
grafi ma io volevo andare oltre. 1l
mio obiettivo era quella di usare
il deserto come un pittore usa
una tela anca: ho cercato il pun-
to dincontro tra o che era da-
vanti a me e le immagini sepolte
dentro di me. Come se fosse la fo-
togrifia a trovare me, non il con-
trarios, Sfilano pacsagal surreali
che fanno sentire intrappolati in
un guadro di Salvadoer Dali. Ha rs-
gione Kerill Petrin gquando scrive
nel suo saggio critico che snelle
mani di Fepper, 'obicttivo diven-
ta il pennello o lo saalpello con
cui lui sfuma i confind tra i cat-
turare gualcosa di gia fatto e il
creare gualcosa che non @ mai esi-
stito primas. Che, a pensarci be-
ne, fa una gran bella differenza

[“AKFI*)

.Im]m- Inqulutl. John Pepper
durants | sucl viaggi nal deserta

1M
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Home  HIGHLIGHTS from “Inhabited Deserts™ in Dubai

HIGHLIGHTS from “Inhabited
Deserts” in Dubai

¥

"Chara Sands” by John R. Pepper. (Supplied)
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s DUBALI John R. Pepper’s ‘Inhabited Deserts, is showcasing at The
Empty Quarter in Dubai until January 27.

ARAB NEWS
“Chara Sands”

Dmmmf RO In his artist’s statement for this exhibition. the Italian
photographer explains that merely capturing the beauty of the
desert was not enough. "My goal.” he wriles, “has been to use the
desert as a painter uses a virgin white canvas ... I attempt to find
the svmbiosis between the landscape before me and the imagery

i buried within me.”

) “Sinai”

(Q) Here, Pepper captures an anthropomorphic figure in the stones
- of the South Sinai in Egypt. “Suddenly the rocks. these non-living
— elements, were transformed into the opposite: living, expressive,

vibrant figures,” he writes. Pepper’s photographs are taken using
=t a “small Leica, 35mm lens and [lford film.”
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“Dasht -¢ Lut”

Many of Pepper’s desert landscapes are so seemingly empty that
they approach the abstract. But in his essay on the exhibition.
Kirill Petrin writes: *Who said that deserts are uninhabited?
Pepper’s work populates them with our thoughts, our dreams. It's
up Lo vou. these photos seem Lo say. It's entirely up to you to take
the vovage out, and linger. and decide.”
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The Empty Quarter Gallery presents exhibition by the Italian photographer John R.

Nevada Desert, 2015.

DUBAI.- The Empty Quarter Gallery, Dubai is presenting the exhibition ‘Inhabited Deserts’ of the Italian
photographer John R. Pepper.

In his essay on INHABITED DESERTS'’ Kirill Petrin writes:

“Most people in the Western world are indifferent to deserts. Deserts are away. They are elsewhere.
They are thousands of miles away and the definition of empty, and their associations rarely go beyond
arid, dead, mystic, frightening, mysterious, flat, hot, cold, beautiful, ugly, dangerous”.
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John R. Pepper's deserts are not ultimately the result of travel photography. His photographs,
paradoxically, don’t take you to the actual places where they are shot. They take you elsewhere, to a
new place for your mind and imagination to inhabit.

Matisse once said his art mission was to provide a mental chair for a working- man. Pepper’s
photographs, instead of entertaining the viewer, offer a chance to get teleported into these mystical
places, to roam the rocky plains, to meditate, to bury in there the stress and burnout of urban life in
order to come back with new ideas, newly found calm, or just a fresh outlook on life. These
photographs intend to be seductive. Fields of rhyming shades and the rhythm of lines appear so
enticing that one may wonder if the images were created by an artist, rather than captured by a
camera.lt is at this juncture that | started seeing how the camera in Pepper’s hands becomes a brush or
chisel with which he blurs the lines between capturing something already made, and creating
something which has never existed.

Who said that deserts are uninhabited? Pepper’s work populates them with our thoughts, our dreams.
And any ideas they give birth to, where they entangle, give rise to something new and exciting.”

--Kirill Petrin, London 2017

ARTIST STATEMENT

Deserts have always fascinated photographers. Often a photographer enters a desert to capture the
beauty of the landscape with a setting sun or a beautiful cloud formation and that is the final result. As
beautiful as that might be, it was not what | was seeking. | wanted to go further.

My concept, my goal, has been to use the desert as a painter uses a virgin white canvas; and while
traveling through different deserts of the world (from Russia to Egypt, Mauritania, Oman, USA etc) |
sought to discover what imagery would be revealed to my eye — sometimes it was figurative,
sometimes abstract.

In the South Sinai in Egypt, there were tall hills of rocks. Climbing those hills, walking through what
appeared to be a simple amalgam of stones, | discovered anthropomorphic figures such as faces, fish,
elephants, humans etc. Suddenly the rocks, these non-living elements, were transformed into the
opposite: living, expressive, vibrant figures.Traveling in the Nevada desert (USA), or in the vast deserts
of Mauritania or the U.A.E. | would look across the plains and see what seemed lik “nothing”: dead
trees or a grouping of cactus plants. After walking through and around them, allowing my eye to wander
freely, keeping my mind empty, without pre-conception, these inanimate objects suddenly became a
human being crying to the sky, a couple arguing, a dancer suspended in air. In the dunes of the Empty
Quarter in U.A.E, the lights and shadows would transform a seemingly neutral valley into the body of a
young woman trying to emerge from the sands. In Oman the moving sun would gradually alter a small
valley into a beautiful bird. In still another desert, from inside the small puddle of a dried salt lake, a man
appears staring at us, resembling a figure from Dante’s Inferno and |, like the painter in front of his
canvas, with my small Leica, 35mm lens and llford film, attempt to capture this image and the soul
buried within.
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Conceptually | attempt to find the symbiosis between the landscape before me and the imagery buried
within me. | do not seek the image rather the photograph finds me. Through this subliminal search
hopefully, my photograph, my “canvas® becomes an expression of my inner being, of what | feel as an
artist.

John Randolph Pepper, Italian, (1958) was born and raised in Rome; he lives in Palermo and works
worldwide.

Pepper started his career in black & white analogue photography with an apprenticeship to Ugo Mulas
at 14. He published his first photograph at 15 and had his first show at 17.

He studied History of Art at Princeton University, where he was also the youngest member of the
exclusive painting program, ‘185 Nassau Street’. He then became a ‘Directing Fellow’ at The American
Film Institute, (Los Angeles) and subsequently worked as a director in theatre and film for 20 years.
During that time he continued to take photographs with his Leica camera always using the same liford
HPS5 film stock.

John R. Pepper, represented by the ‘Art of Foto Gallery’ (St. Petersburg), and The Empty Quarter
Gallery (Dubai), is a ‘Cultural Ambassador’ of numerous ltalian Institutes of Culture in may parts of the
world. Since 2008 he has exhibited his different projects ‘Rome: 1969 — An Homage to Italian
Neo-Realist Cinema’, ‘Sans Papier’, ‘Evaporations’ in the United States, France, Italy, the Middle East
and Russia. He has published three books and is represented in several major museums around the
world.

Since 2015 Pepper has been working on his project INHABITED DESERTS’, where he explores
deserts and their effect on time, history and people. INHABITED DESERTS’ debuted in Paris in
November 2017.

In November 2018, the project INHABITED DESERTS’ has participated at Paris Photo with the Galerie
Sophie Scheidecker. In December 2018 ‘Inhabited Deserts’ will open at The Empty Quarter Gallery in
Dubai (U.A.E.).

2019 will take the show to Saint Petersburg, Russia, and then again for a tour of 6 cities before
returning to Moscow in 2020. In 2021 it will be seen in Switzerland, the United Kingdom and will tour the
United States and finally return to Rome.
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‘INHABITED DESERTS’ by JOHN R.
PEPPER

= December 9, 2018

The Empty Quarter Gallery
Dubai, UAE
12 December 2018 - 27 January 2019

The Empty Quarter Gallery, Dubai in collaboration with the Embassy
of Italy to the United Arab Emirates and the Consulate General of
Italy presents ‘Inhabited Deserts’ by photographer John R. Pepper
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In his essay on ‘INHABITED DESERTS' Kirill Petrin writes:

“Most people in the Western world are indifferent to deserts. Deserts are away. They
are elsewhere. They are thousands of miles away and the definition of empty, and their
associations rarely go beyond arid, dead, mystic, frightening, mysterious, flat, hot, cold,
beautiful, ugly, dangerous”.

John R. Pepper’s deserts are not ultimately the result of travel photography. His photographs,
paradoxically, don't take you to the actual places where they are shot. They take you elsewhere,
to a new place for your mind and imagination to inhabit.

Matisse once said his art mission was to provide a mental chair for aworking- man. Pepper's
photographs, instead of entertaining the viewer, offer a chance to get teleported into these
mystical places, to roam the rocky plains, to meditate, to bury in there the stress and burnout of
urban life in order to come back with new ideas, newly found calm, or just a fresh outlook on
life. These photographs intend to be seductive. Fields of rhyming shades and the rhythm of lines
appear so enticing that one may wonder if the images were created by an artist, rather than
captured by a camera.lt is at this juncture that | started seeing how the camera in Pepper's
hands becomes a brush or chisel with which he blurs the lines between capturing something
already made, and creating something which has never existed.

Who said that deserts are uninhabited? Pepper's work populates them with our thoughts, our
dreams. And any ideas they give birth to, where they entangle, give rise to something new and

exciting.”

| «irill Petrin, London 2017
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ARTIST STATEMENT

Deserts have always fascinated photographers. Often a photographer enters a desert to
capture the beauty of the landscape with a setting sun or a beautiful cloud formation and that is
the final result. As beautiful as that might be, it was not what | was seeking. | wanted to go
further.

My concept, my goal, has been to use the desert as a painter uses a virgin white canvas; and
while traveling through different deserts of the world (from Russia to Egypt, Mauritania, Oman,
USA etc) | sought to discover what imagery would be revealed to my eye — sometimes it was
figurative, sometimes abstract.

In the South Sinai in Egypt, there were tall hills of rocks. Climbing those hills, walking through
what appeared to be a simple amalgam of stones, | discovered anthropomorphic figures such as
faces, fish, elephants, humans etc. Suddenly the rocks, these non-living elements, were
transformed into the opposite: living, expressive, vibrant figures.Traveling in the Nevada desert
(USA), or in the vast deserts of Mauritania or the U.A.E. | would look across the plains and see
what seemed lik "nothing": dead trees or a grouping of cactus plants. After walking through and
around them, allowing my eye to wander freely, keeping my mind empty, without pre-
canception, these inanimate objects suddenly became a human being crying to the sky, a couple
arguing, a dancer suspended in air. In the dunes of the Empty Quarter in U.A.E, the lights and
shadows would transform a seemingly neutral valley into the body of a young woman trying to
emerge from the sands. In Oman the moving sun would gradually alter a small valley into a
beautiful bird. In still another desert, from inside the small puddle of a dried salt lake, a man
appears staring at us, resembling a figure from Dante's Inferno and |, like the painter in front of
his canvas, with my small Leica, 35mm lens and llford film, attempt to capture this image and
the soul buried within.

Conceptually | attempt to find the symbiosis between the landscape before me and the imagery
buried within me. | do not seek the image rather the photograph finds me. Through this
subliminal search hopefully, my photograph, my “canvas" becomes an expression of my inner

being, of what | feel as an artist.
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John Randolph Pepper, Italian, (1958) was born and raised in Rome; he lives in Palermo and works
worldwide.

Pepper started his career in black & white analogue photography with an apprenticeship to Ugo Mulas at 14.
He published his first photograph at 15 and had his first show at 17.

He studied History of Art at Princeton University, where he was also the youngest member of the exclusive
painting program, ‘185 Nassau Street’ He then became a ‘Directing Fellow' at The American Film Institute,
(Los Angeles) and subsequently worked as a director in theatre and film for 20 years. During that time he
continued to take photographs with his Leica camera always using the same llIford HP5 film stock.

John R. Pepper, represented by the ‘Art of Foto Gallery' (St. Petersburg), and The Empty Quarter Gallery
(Dubai), is a'Cultural Ambassador' of numerous |talian Institutes of Culture in may parts of the world. Since
2008 he has exhibited his different projects 'Rome: 1969 — An Homage to [talian Neo-Realist Cinema, 'Sans
Papier), 'Evaporations’ in the United States, France, Italy, the Middle East and Russia. He has published three
books and is represented in several major museums around the world.

Since 2015 Pepper has been working on his project 'INHABITED DESERTS', where he explores deserts and
their effect on time, history and people.' INHABITED DESERTS' debuted in Paris in November 2017.

In November 2018, the project INHABITED DESERTS' has participated at Paris Photo with the Galerie
Sophie Scheidecker. In December 2018 ‘Inhabited Deserts' will open at The Empty Quarter Gallery in Dubai
(U.AE.).

2019 will take the show to Saint Petersburg, Russia, and then again for a tour of 6 cities before returning to
Moscow in 2020. In 2021 it will be seen in Switzerland, the United Kingdom and will tour the United States
and finally return to Rome.

Image:
© TheEmptyQuarter, John R. Pepper, "Chara sands”
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Diém tin my thuat nhiép anh thé gi&i — tir 31/12/2018
den 06/1/2019

&=y Ngudn
Andrea Tran {Téng hop & Luoe dich) 14012019

Tai DUBAI, Cac Tigu Vwong quoc A Rap Thﬁng nhit, tir 12/12/2018 den 15/2/2019, Bao tang Empty
Quarter gidi thiéu trién I1am nhiép anh mang tén "Sa mac cua cd nghé si nhiép anh noi tiéng nguwei Y
John R. Pepper. Hau hét moi ngudi trong thia gidi phwong Tay deu ther o vl sa mac bai vl chung dai dién
cho sw khd can, chét, than bi, dang so, bi an, nong, lanh, xau xi, nguy hiém. Sa mac trong anh cia John R.
Pepper khang phai 1a két qua cla loal nhigp anh du lich. Chang ludn mé hodc dng bdi ¥ niém 'sl dung sa mac
rhw ngwdi hoa sT sl dung cac bl toan 1réng.' va trong khi di qua cac sa mac khac nhau trén thé gidi (tr Nga
dén Al Cap, Mauritania, O-man, Hoa Ky, v.v.), ng da tim cach kham pha nhing gi hinh dnh sé duoc tiét 13
trirdre mat - lic thi e6 hinh tugrng, dai khi lai rat trivu tus ong.

(Photoisrael org)
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MGt sb tic phidm trong trifn |8m. BEmpty Quarter Gallery.

Andrea Tran (Tong hop & Luoc dich)
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JOHN R. PEPPER @ The Empty Quarter Gallery

Posted on December 9th, 2018 by fstop

E

© TheEmptyQuarter, John F. Pepper, "Chara sands”

JOHN R. PEPPER ‘INHABITED DESERTS’
December 12th , 2018 - January 27th, 2019
Opening Reception : December 12th, 2018 - 7:00 pm

“John R. Pepper's deserts are not ultimately the result of travel photography. His photographs, paradoxically,

don't take you to the actual places where they are shot. They take you elsewhere, to a new place for your mind
and imagination to inhabit.”

The Empty Quarter Gallery
Gate Village, Bldg 02,
DIFC, Dubai, UAE,

Also published on Medium.
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John R. Pepper: Inhabited Deserts

The Empty Quarter Gallery ¢ DUBAI | UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

DECEMBER 12, 2018-FEBRUARY 15, 2019 B savetocalendar

Artists on show

JOHM PEPPER
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The Empty Quarter Gallery, Dubai is delighted to announce the forthcoming exhibition 'Inhabited
Deserts' of the Italian photographer John R. Pepper.

John R. Pepper’s deserts are not ultimately the result of travel photography. His photographs.
paradoxically, don't take you to the actual places where they are shot. They take you elsewhere, to

a new place for your mind and imagination to inhabit.

Matisse once said his art mission was to provide a mental chair for a working- man. Pepper’s
photographs, instead of entertaining the viewer, offer a chance to get teleported into these
mystical places, to roam the rocky plains, to meditate, to bury in there the stress and burnout of
urban life in order to come back with new ideas, newly found calm, or just a fresh outlook on life.
These photographs intend to be seductive. Fields of rhyming shades and the rhythm of lines appear
so enticing that one may wonder if the images were created by an artist, rather than captured by a
camera.lt is at this juncture that | started seeing how the camera in Pepper's hands becomes a
brush or chisel with which he blurs the lines between capturing something already made, and

creating something which has never existed.

Contact details

({0 Website J +971.4.323.1210 m Get intouch

Gate Village, Bldg 02
Dubai, United Arab
Emirates 506697
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John R. Pepper: Inhabited Desert

12 December 2018 @ 7.00 pm - 10.00 pm

New phaotographs - atmospheric monochrome C-Frints - that see Pepper questioning whether man’s presence has inexorably altered the landscape. Pepper has
combined simultaneous careers as a film and theatre with his photography, concentrating more recently on the latter; Inhabited Deserts was first shown in Paris a
year ago and is a travelling around the world (France, Iran, UAE, Israel, Russia, Italy, USA).

Details Venue

Empty Quarter Gallery
mber.2018

Gate Village, Bldg 02, DIFC

Time:

7.00 prn - 10,00 pm Dubai, United Arab Emirates + Google Map
: Phone:

Event Categories: _

Exhibition, Photagraphy 1432310

Website:
www.theemptyguarter.com



